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Boys across America are doing the same thing: try to improve their games while 
adding a touch of fantasy to the effort by providing their own play-by-play. For 
players at FC Nova they have plenty of real-life examples of college athletes to 
emulate. 
In recent years, keepers Nathan Steinwascher and Robbie Beckwell moved from 
Nova the University of Detroit Mercy while midfielder Dalton Amez settled in at 
Northwood University and forward Joey Tinnion is a force at Oakland University. 
“Everyone knows that the Premier Soccer Group develops collegiate athletes,” said 
Jeff Hodgson, PSG’s director of coaching. “However, the focus has often been the high 
number of Gators that move onto the college ranks and often we forget we have 
great success with our Nova boys too.” 
Steinwascher was among the original group of boys, now young men, who started 
the Nova franchise.  
A junior at the University of Detroit Mercy, he’s played a critical role the Titans’ 7-4-
2 record, including 4-1-1 in the conference. Steinwascher is the club’s starting 
keeper and boasts a 1.04 goals against average with four shutouts. 
On top of that he was named Outstanding Defensive Player at the UNLV Nike 
Invitational as well as to the All-Tournament Team in September. Additionally, the 
Horizon League selected him as the conference’s Defensive Co-Player of the Week 
on Sept. 15 and Defensive Player of the Week on Sept. 29. 
As a sophomore last year, he played every minute of the season: a total of 1730 
minutes. It ranks as the fifth-highest total in a single season school history. 
Steinwascher finished that season with 99 saves, which were the most saves in a 
Titan season 1992. 
During his redshirt freshman year in 2012, Steinwascher started in all 19 games, 
had a 10-9 record including four shutouts and a GAA of 1.42. For those efforts, he 
was named to the All-Newcomer team and earned Horizon League Defensive Player 
of the Week honors three times. This was after he earned four varsity letters at 
Sterling Heights Stevenson, including being named All-District, All-Conference, All-
Region, and Second Team All-State after his senior year in 2010. 
Unfortunately for Titans opponents, it doesn’t get any easier on the rare occasion 
that Steinwascher doesn’t play as he’s backed up by another Nova alum, Robbie 
Beckwell.  
This year, he’s started once and during his time he has a GAA of 0.82. Like many 
Nova players, Beckwell, a sophomore, is a performer on the field an in the classroom 
as he was named to UDM Athletic Director's Honor Roll his freshman year. He 
played for Utica Ford in high school earning All-District and Most Defensive Player 
honors.  
Nova alums are impacting college teams outside of the keeper’s box as well.  
Amez, who spent most of his youth soccer career with FC Nova, is now midway 
through his second year at Northwood University, a small private college near 
Midland. He’s started 12 of the team’s 13 games this year. The Timberwolves are 9-
2-1 after a 4-3 win over Ohio Dominican on Oct. 17.  



The team’s success this year is quite a turnaround after struggling through a 5-10-1 
campaign for his freshman year, and Amez, a midfielder and defender, is playing 
role in that success. 
He specifically pointed to his Nova coaches and training as the reason for being able 
to play for Northwood. 
“I had many coaches like Gary Maccagnone and Henry Steinwascher, who kept me 
motivated and get to me to this level,” he said during an interview. 
Joey Tinnion, who played his high school soccer at Eisenhower High School, was 
recently named Oakland University's Student-Athlete of the Week for the week of 
Oct. 6-12 after helping the Golden Grizzlies to two important victories. 
He scored the game-winning goal in the 22nd minute to help Oakland upset Ohio 
State on Oct. 8 at the Oakland Soccer Field.  
It was his second goal in as many games and is now tied for the points lead on the 
team with four. He followed that up with a strong performance in a 1-0 win over 
Cleveland State on Oct. 11, to keep the Golden Grizzlies in first place in the Horizon 
League standings. Oakland is 6-5-1 overall, but undefeated in the Horizon League at 
5-0-1. 
Through 12 games, Tinnion has two goals and an assist, which puts him among the 
team leaders in scoring. In fact, during his junior season last year, he led team with 
18 points and seven goals and was also a star in the classroom as he was also named 
to the Capital One Academic All-District 5 Team. 


